September Meetings 


Dates & Times: 
Matinee, 2:30, Wednesday, September 8 


Evenings, 8:00 p.m., Wednesday and 
Thursday, September 8 and 9 


Place: 
May Treat Morrison Auditorium 


Speaker: 
Stan Minasian 


Subject: 
“The Last Days of the Dolphins?” 


Our program for September is the Emmy 
Award winning film, ‘““The Last Days of 
the Dolphins?’’, produced by Mr. Stan 
Minasian. The film, narrated by Dick 
Cavett, explores the current tuna-dolphin 
controversy. For reasons unknown, there 
are several species of dolphin that swim 
with the commercially valuable yellowfin 
tuna in the eastern tropical Pacific. In 
catching the tuna, the dolphins become 
trapped in the fishing nets and many 
have died. The current status of the 
problem, the effect of the Marine Mam- 
mal Act of 1972, and subsequent court 
decisions will be explained by Mr. Min- 
asian, who appears with the film. 


Your membership card will admit you 
to this interesting and topical program. 
By September 8 and 9, the Academy 
will be back to its regular schedule... 
open at 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Please enter through Cowell Hall only; 
the Wattis Hall entrance will be closed 
after 5:00 beginning September 7. 


Special Exhibits 


The Dance Masks of Mexico display 

the very colorful carnival masks made 
with mirror-glass, beads and ribbons 
that allow the wearer to shed his in- 
hibitions and express himself in bold, 
sometimes even outrageous behavior 
... all part of the tradition of hiding 
behind a mask. Other examples, such as 
funerary and drama masks can be found 
in the new Patricia Price Peterson 
Gallery. 


Academy Exclusive ... The culture of 
the Australian Aboriginals will be 
brought to life at the CAS this month. 
Four Aboriginals will demonstrate such 
skills as didgeridoo (drone pipe) play- 
ing, dancing, boomerang making and 
throwing, and explain Aboriginal arts 
and crafts. You can meet them at the 
activities area in the Wattis Hall of Man 
in late September. Details will be given 
at the membership meeting, or you may 
call 752-8268 for recorded information. 


“Adaptive Illusions in Nature” explores 
survival mechanisms in the use of 
mimicry, warning coloration, false eyes 
and flower imitation, to name a few. 

Dr. Edward S. Ross, Curator of Ento- 
mology is the author/ photographer of 
this unusual exhibit. Dramatic color 
photographs, snakes, animals and six- 
legged specimens illustrate the informa- 
tive text. Beginning September 7, in 
Lovell White Hall Gallery. 


The L.K. Land Collection of Pre- 
Columbian Art includes pottery figurines 
and burial objects from the shaft tombs 
of western Mexico. A beautiful example 
of the latter is a fat dog effigy, believed 
to guide the deceased to the land of 

the dead. In Atholl McBean Gallery. 


Laserium O & Morrison Planetarium 


September 6 is the last day for “200 
REVOLUTIONS”, an historical look at 
astronomy in the U.S. Programs are 
presented daily at 12:30, 2:00 and 
3:30, with extra evening shows at 8:00 
p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday. 


Beginning Friday, September 10, the 
Morrison Planetarium offers “UFO... 
FACT OR FANTASY?” about things 
that go bump and flash in the night— 
and by day as well. This special fall 
program will be presented daily at 2:00 
with extra matinees at 12:30 and 3:30 
on weekends and holidays, and evening 
shows on Wednesday and Thursday at 
8:00. Admission is $1.50 for adults and 
50¢ for those 17 and under. 


A dazzling laser light concert—totally 
different and extraordinary entertain- 
ment for the entire family. Performances 
in the Theatre of the Stars at the 
Morrison Planetarum on Fridays at 7:30, 
9:00 and 10:30; Saturdays at 4:45, 7:30, 
9:00 and 10:30; Sundays at 4:45, 7:30 
and 9:00, beginning September 10. 
Admission it $2.50 for all 4:45 shows and 
$2.75 for all others. Tickets are available 
through all Bay Area Seating Service 
outlets. Dial T-E-L-E-T-I-X for advance 
reservations and information. 
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The stories behind the preparation of 
the Wattis Hall of Man are as interesting 
as the final exhibits are beautiful. 

Each display is a brilliant gem set in 

the darkly mirrored main hall—the result 
of careful planning and research by 

a staff of anthropologists, designers and 
exhibit preparators. No detail was left 
to chance. 


Study the Yurok house, for example. 
The redwood planks used in building 
this full-size family dwelling were hand- 
hewn and carefully adzed in the tradi- 
tion of the Northwest Coast Indians of 
California. It was here that all the cook- 
ing and smoking of food was done, 
hence the charred and sooty look of 
the interior walls. The life-cast figure 
working near the front entrance is 
realistic enough to have fooled a boiler 
inspector who was seen asking the 
sculpture for directions! 


Outside the house is a giant redwood 
tree, carefully reconstructed using the 
actual bark and specially treated red- 
wood branches. If you look closely, you 
will find a mini-ecosystem around the 
tree complete with the animals and 
insects found in such an environment. 
A hint... there is a camel cricket, a 
very large cranefly and a Painted Lady 
butterfly, among others. 


Inside the house, and enclosed in the 
surrounding cases, are the baskets, 
obsidian display blades, (the symbols 
of wealth), many artifacts, drawings and 
text that tell the story of man’s adapta- 
tions along our own California coast— 
the story of a hunting and gathering 
culture thriving in the abundance of 
this wet and temperate climate. 


Other exhibits, equally rich in detail, 

tell the stories of the New Guinea High- 
landers, the Netsilik Eskimos, the Aus- 
tralian Aborigines and the Alaskan 
Coastal Eskimos. A total of 14 such 
cultural display groups will fill the Wattis 
Hall of Man when it is completed. 


As Back-To-Schol time approaches, 

the Docent Council encourages you to 
invite your children’s teachers to take 
advantage of the free guided tours 
offered by this group of trained volun- 
teers. Interpretive tours of most of the 
Academy’s public exhibit areas will be 
given Tuesday through Friday mornings, 
for grades three and above. 


SUPERVAN, the docent’s new traveling 
classroom, will also be visiting San 
Francisco classrooms, bringing science 
programs featuring specimens, slides 
and projects. Subjects offered include 
birds, mammals, fossils, geology and 
aquarium life, and are designed for 
intermediate grades. 


Both of these programs are available by 
advance reservation only. Appointments 
for the first quarter of school will be 
accepted beginning September 15, and 
they fill rapidly. Additional information 
and appointments are available by 
calling 221-4214, Ext. 254. 


Most of us at one time or another knew 
how to find the Big Dipper and Orion 
in a star-studded sky. If you have for- 
gotten, or would like to know more 
about the stars, the Morrison Plane- 
tarium has a new program for you. 


Beginning September 18, an informal 
class featuring constellation and star 
identification will be offered at 11:00 
a.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Note- 
worthy phenomena, such as comets, 
meteor showers or eclipses will be dis- 
cussed during the sessions that last 
approximately 40 minutes. The charge 
is $1.00 for adults and 50¢ for those 
under 18. Reservations will not be taken, 
but tickets may be purchased 30 minutes 
before the program begins. 


Education and Travel Notes 


Mr. Wandjuk Marika will demonstrate didgeri- 
doo (drone pipe) playing at the Academy 
this month. He is one of four Australian 
Aboriginals appearing in the Wattis Hall of 
Man this month. 


Adult Classes Begin This Month 

The Biology of Insects consists of 5 
lectures and a field trip, conducted by 
Dr. Stanley C. Williams beginning Sep- 
tember 14 through October 12. Classi- 
fication, behavior and common local 
types of insects will be covered. ($25). 
Dr. Williams will also offer a workshop 
called Introduction to Backpacking on 
September 16 and 23, followed by a 
beginner’s hike over September 24-26. 
($25). From September 22 through 
November 10, our Academy taxider- 
mist, Fred Funk, will introduce students 
to the art of recreating lifelike animal 
and plant specimens in a class on 
Museum Taxidermy. ($45). You can 
explore the images of nature with the 
35mm camera in Landscape Photogra- 
phy, taught by Tim D. Thompson. There 
will be two class sessions September 30 
and October 7, with field trips October 
9-10 and October 23-24. ($40). (Biology 
of Insects and Museum Taxidermy are 
each offered for college credit for a 
small additional fee.) 


All classes beginning now through 

the end of the year are listed in the 
recently mailed Activities Calendar and 
are limited in size. If you are interested 
in signing up for a class, please send 
the registration fee to the Education 
Office at the Academy. 


Fossil/Gem Hunt: 

September 17-19 

We have put together a 242 day trip 

to nearby Nevada to search for fossils 
and gems. Stops include a fossil fish 
locality, a hill composed mainly of 
fossil snails and clams, and an over- 
night wilderness campout at an aban- 
doned mine where we'll find garnets, 
quartz and more. All participants will 
provide their own transportation and 
food. We’ll have an orientation in Carson 
City on Friday, 8-10 p.m., a car caravan 
on Saturday and Sunday, and be home 
early evening on Sunday, September 19. 
Limited to 15 cars. $10 per person, 

to the Travel Office. 


Lava Beds National Monument/Glass 
Mountain: September 17-20 

There are still spaces on our delightful 
four-day, charter bus trip scheduled 
for Lava Beds National Monument over 
September 17-20. Besides the Lava 
Beds we will see Mount Shasta, Glass 
Mountain, Burney Falls, ice caves, 
cinder cones—a long geological week- 
end . Charles Chesterman will guide. 
We will leave from the Academy at 
8:00 a.m. on September 17 and return 
in the early evening of September 20, 
spending three nights in motels. In- 
cluded are transportation, three nights 
lodging and four box lunches. Cost 
$110 per person, $20 single supplement. 
Deposits of $50 are being accepted 
through the Travel Office. 


Autumn Natural History in Yosemite: 
September 30 - October 3 

Autumn is the time to experience the 
beauty (after the summer tourist season) 
of extraordinary Yosemite National 

Park while studying the natural history 
of the region. Short day hikes and 
evening lectures cover a variety of 
topics, including the ecology of the 
plants and animals, geology and human 
history of Yosemite. Instruction and 
lodging will be provided by the Yosemite 
Institute, a non-profit organization head- 
quartered in the park. Lodging at Crane 
Flat Campus dormitory—one dorm for 
men, one for women; meals from Friday 
morning through Sunday lunch are 
served family style. The $70 per person 
fee includes meals, lodging and instruc- 
tion, but no transportation. Ask for a 
fuller class description through the 
Education Office of the Academy; $25 
deposit will hold your spot. Limited 

to 40; families welcome. 


Tidepooling: 

October 23 & 24 

Our Invertebrate Zoology Department 
staff will introduce two separate small 
groups to tidepool ecology at a nearby 
beach on October 23 and 24 beginning 
at 3:00 p.m. each day. These events 

are free to members, but, to avoid the 
damage of too many feet on a delicate 
habitat, we must limit the number of 
reservations we can accept. Please 
respond, by mail only, to the Travel 
Office of the Academy, stating your 
preference for Saturday or Sunday, and 
the number in your party. We will accept 
reservations postmarked September 15 
or later and confirm with further details. 


Mendocino Mushrooming: 

December 4-5 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Orr will repeat 

their popular weekend mushroom hunt 
along the Mendocino Coast Saturday 
and Sunday, December 4 and 5. Leaving 
from the Academy at 9:00 a.m. on 
December 4, we will travel by chartered 
bus to Mendocino via Anderson Valley. 
We will spend the night at the Little River 
Inn, rising early Sunday for a day of 
driving down the coast and stopping at 
various mushroom localities. We will 
return to the Academy by late Sunday 
afternoon. The $55 per person fee 
includes transportation, motel, and two 
box lunches. $6 single supplement. 
Limited to one bus, reservations to«the 
Travel office of the Academy. 


Lagoons and Islands of the West 

Coast of Baja California: 

January 19-26, 1977 

This week’s excursion to the coast and 
islands of Baja California has become 
an annual event of the Academy’s 
travel program. Aboard the refitted 
Qualifier 105 the traveler observes the 
abundant marine life of the coast high- 
lighted by the California gray whale, 
migratory shorebirds and waterfowl. 
There will be opportunities to study 
plant life on Todos Santos, San Benitos, 
Cedros and San Martin Islands. The 
instructor-leaders are experts in specific 
fields of natural history. Limited to 30. 
Cost is approximately $575 from San 
Diego. For further information contact 
Nature Expeditions International, P.O. 
Box 1173, Los Altos, California 94022. 
Telephone: (415) 941-2910. 


Advance Notice of Monthly 

Meetings 

October 13 and 14—“‘Wild Flowers 
of the Pacific’ by Ted Niehaus 

November 10 and 11—‘‘Truk Lagoon” 
by Dr. Sylvia Earle 

December 8 and 9—“‘On the Trail of 
Genghis Khan”’ by Dr. Robert T. Orr 


New Members of the Academy 


Regular Members 


Miss Barbara Ackerman 
Miss lona Ali 

Ms. Lela Allen 

Dr. Frank Anker 

Miss Lucy Annin 

Miss Lorraine A. Barry 
Dr. Thomas G. Bell 

Mr. Harry Brassen 

Mr. J. Michael Brogan 
Ms. Elyce Brown 

Mr. James D. Callahan 
Mr. Jeremiah J. Cannon 
Miss Betty J. Carmack 
Miss Sheilah Fiona Casey 
Mr. John P. Christie 

Mr. Ron Clark 

Mr. B. Clifford 

Mr. Tim A. Corda 

Miss Nancy Corwin 
Miss Diane Cowart 
Frances Ross Cratty 
Miss Judit Csejtey 

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Cutter 
Miss Eleanor Dansky 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel DeAngelis 


Mr. & Mrs. William J. Devereaux 


Mrs. Simone Di Nello 
Mr. Edward A. Dipesa 
Mr. Robert L. Donner 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert G. Evans 
Ms. Marion L. Finley 
Miss Ruth P. Fleshman 
Mr. Philip Foley 

Miss Eleanor Ford 

Miss Jenny Fritz 

Mr. John Joseph Gannon 
Mr. George Garcia 

Mr. Jay Gaskill 

Rica Gaspari 

Mr. Walter F. Gibson 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Goldberg 
Miss Lucile Green 

Mr. Richard Green 

Mr. Paul Griffin 

Mr. & Mrs. David Halpin 
Mrs. Vikki White Hand 
Miss Jessie Ann Hays 
Mr. Mike Heckman 

Mrs. V. W. Hendrix 

Ms. Karen G. Ho 

Mr. Frank J. Hodges 
Darrell Holdaway & 


Mary Jean Pramik-Holdaway 


Miss Anita Jackson 

Miss Daphne Jaulus 
Ahdah K. Johnson 

Mr. Ira C. Kalb 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Keet 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kittle 
The Kreiths 

Ms. Winifred Kryda 

Mr. Alexander Kulinski 
Mr. & Mrs. Laabs 

Mr. Michael Lacy 

Mr. Harry Lawlor 

Mr. Martin Leeds 

Mr. Tommy Lewandowski 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Lillis 

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Linder 


William Lindsey & Loren Partridge 
Dr. John D. Loeffler 

Mr. Gerald Low 

Mr. Anatole T. Lubovich 
Miss Virgilia F. Mapa 

Mr. Nicholas Daniel Mendez 
Mrs. Anne S. Miller 

Mr. Richard |. Miller 

Mr. J. T. Moore 

Dr. & Mrs. Wesley Moore 
Miss Margaret W. Mork 

Mr. Edward J. Muenk 

Miss Grace E. McCague 
Mrs. Mary C. Nicholson 

Mr. Theodore P. Niedermuller 
Mr. & Mrs. Mario Poli 

Mr. Patrick Preissinger 
Miss Maureen Prior 

Ms. Joyce Provenzano 

Mr. James D. Pugh 

Ms. Judith Reigel 

Miss Kathy S. Rochon 

Mr. Max G. Rodel 

Mr. John L. Rogers 

Miss Janet Root 

Mr. Richard H. Rosenbaum 
Mrs. Estelle W. Rosenberg 
Mr. Emmett W. Ryan 

Miss Susan Sahley 

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Schapansky 
Mrs. Nina W. Schatz 

Uarda Schuldt 

Mrs. Dorothy Scott 

Mr. Gordon Seibold 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sheridan 
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Shuman 
Mr. Charlie Simpson 

Mr. Frank H. Smith 

Miss Marie R. Stephens 

Mr. Roger M. Stewart 

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Stiles 

Mr. Bob Thomson 

Mr. & Mrs. George E. Voitoff, Jr. 
The Voltz Family 

K. Gale Waibel 

Miss Susan R. Walter 

Miss Hedy K. Walters 

Mr. Richard R. Wehrmeister 
Mrs. Doris M. Welch 

Miss Jean R. Welch 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. White 
Mr. Sidney H. Wills 

Mr. Dean Wilson 

Mrs. Penelope Wilson 

Miss Bonnie Zoe Winn 

Mr. & Mrs. K. Y. Wong 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Wood 
Mr. Charles R. Young 

Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Zeif 
Mr. William M. Zinn 


Contributing Members 


Mr. Robert E. Burns 

Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Z. Gore 
Mr. Robert Gutierrez 

Mr. & Mrs. Karl R. Kaspin 
Miss Lisa W. Kroeber 

Mr. James McCoy 

Mr. Gage A. Schubert 
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